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Praise for ACCEPTANCE

“This refreshing look at the college admissions process reads like a novel and is likely to shock parents and overachievers who cling to the notion that admittance is dependent only upon class rank and test scores. Marcus’s poignant book will have readers wishing that they too had had Smitty as a guidance counselor and rooting for the students profiled.” ─ Library Journal
“Wonderfully enjoyable.”  ─ Publishers Weekly
“Where one goes to college, it turns out, is less important than what one makes of the extraordinary opportunity. Watching Gwyeth Smith help college-bound students make meaningful decisions about the shape and character of their lives will inspire anyone who cares for young people.” ─ Leon Botstein, president of Bard College

“Greater happiness and satisfaction should be the outcome for students and parents who embrace this book.” ─ Lee Stetson, president of Stetson College Advisory and former Dean of Admissions, University of Pennsylvania

In an age when some parents will pay more than $45,000 for college admissions counseling, and even some elementary schools host college fairs, Gwyeth Smith has made a national reputation by flouting the conventions of the application ritual. As a guidance director at Oyster Bay High, a diverse public school in Long Island, New York, “Smitty” urges students to see college not as an end, but a start. He encourages “his” kids to view college not as an admissions prize, but a path to becoming a pediatrician, teacher, YouTube engineer — whatever their dreams may be. Smitty’s unorthodox approach is grounded in the principle that getting into college shouldn’t just be about getting in; it should be a kid’s first great moment of self-discovery.

In ACCEPTANCE: A Legendary Guidance Counselor Helps Seven Kids Find the Right Colleges—and Find Themselves (The Penguin Press; July 27, 2009; $25.95), David L. Marcus, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and former education writer for U.S. News & World Report, watches Smitty work his unique magic on his students’ applications and their lives. Smitty can find the perfect school for the most quirky kid, coax a sensitive essay from the toughest jock, and induce the nerdiest engineering student to exude poise in an interview. He shows his students — and their parents — that their best chance of getting in is not to package themselves, but to reveal themselves. 
ACCEPTANCE follows a year in the life of seven Oyster Bay students, who run the gamut from the sweet but disorganized boy next door to the valedictorian who applies to 28 programs. As the year unfolds, Smitty deals in his own ingenious way with almost every complication that can afflict the application process. What about the girl who doesn’t test well? The kid who plunges into depression after being rejected by Columbia? The overachieving Korean American boy worried about reverse discrimination? Smitty has answers for all of them. 

In ACCEPTANCE, Marcus examines not how to “win” the admissions game, but how to play the game in the way that charts the right course for one’s whole life. While Smitty excels at easing the pressure of the college hunt, his success comes from imposing a different — and deeper — challenge. He makes kids articulate their profoundest fears, their mistakes, their secret hopes. In short, he makes them figure out who they are. Along the way, he uses his savant’s knowledge of America’s 3,600 colleges and universities to pair each student with the right one. He brings to the college search counterintuitive insight and even wisdom — attributes that students and their parents, frustrated with the excesses of the process, will find useful and inspiring.
About the Author:  David L. Marcus is the author of What It Takes to Pull Me Through, a look at the secret lives of teenagers. He has been an education writer and foreign correspondent at U.S. News & World Report, The Boston Globe, the Miami Herald, and The Dallas Morning News, where he was the co-winner of a Pulitzer Prize. After a stint as a high school teacher, he returned to journalism as a writer for Newsday. A graduate of Brown University, Marcus was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard. He frequently speaks to schools, churches, and community groups about adolescence, education, and college admissions. Visit his website at www.DaveMarcus.com.
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